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Big-city success from a small-town flutist

Who would’ve thought that a flutist from a tiny Ohio town would produce four CDs in four years, perform on “live” national television, receive rave reviews from music critics around the country, and enjoy a successful career as a recording artist? Not many. Today, most recording artists come from the big cities with big record labels backing them. And in the grand scheme of things, flute isn’t one of the chart-topping genres. At least, not yet. But that will change if Dianne Williams has anything to say about it. Performing on a 14-karat gold handmade flute she calls “Goldie,” Dianne Williams has somehow managed to forge a path in this cut-throat music business despite the fact that she’s “just a flutist” from a rural little town. 

When Dianne Williams tours the country and performs her own arrangements of well-known melodies, she often hears, “You’re from where?” She usually responds with the name of her quaint, little town. But when the person asking the question looks at her dazed and confused, Williams often comes back with “…near Canton, Ohio.” And when people still look perplexed, she ends simply with, “south of Cleveland.” Then the lights go on.

Since 2001, Dianne Williams has produced four CDs…one each year. The most recent of those to hit the streets is her CD “Joy,” which became available late in October. The theme of this nearly hour-long CD is hymns and sacred melodies such as Nearer, My God, to Thee; Holy, Holy, Holy; Be Thou My Vision; Panis Angelicus; Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing; and many more. Like her other CDs, Williams recorded the album in response to her fans’ requests. 

“I’m classically trained, so I could perform (and, in fact, have performed) the really difficult concertos and sonatas,” says Williams. “But I’ve found that my audiences respond more profoundly to simple melodies and arrangements that are really easy to love. And frankly, it’s very gratifying to me to perform the music that the listeners want to hear, to feel that I’m touching their heart in some way, to be able to improve their day (or even their life) with peace and comfort found through music. That’s why I do this, after all…” 

All of Williams’ CDs (“Simplicity,” “Tinsel,” “Lovesong,” and “Joy”) feature melodies played on flute, piccolo, or alto flute with accompaniment of piano, cello, violin, guitar, string bass, French horn, percussion, and other acoustic instruments. Her entirely original arrangements are based on melodies from folk songs, hymns, opera arias, ballets, and classical chamber music. Fans and critics liken the overall feeling of Williams’ music to that of other well-known artists including Jim Brickman, Enya, Yanni, John Tesh, and Robin Spielberg, often being described as “soothing and uplifting at the same time.” Her flute tone has been equated to that of world-renowned flutist James Galway. 

What critics and listeners love most about Dianne Williams most recent CDs is that she records a “live” performance, giving the entire recording a sincere and expressive feeling. Anyone who knows about the recording industry knows that recording “live” is no small task and is virtually unheard of in the popular music genre. With a “live” recording, all the components must be perfect from start to finish. Nothing can be overdubbed or edited. Each person involved in the recording must perform flawlessly from start to finish and must still maintain flawless interaction with the other musicians. “If anyone made even one mistake or performed something less-than-perfect, we have to start over,” explains Williams. “It is truly an ‘all or nothing’ situation.” But in the end, Williams, listeners, and critics alike agree that the expressive sentiment that “live” recording permits is worth the effort. As Williams states, “These recordings capture the feel of a marvelous, true, realistic performance which feeds on the energy of the moment…full of emotive nuances and spontaneous inflections.” Maybe that’s how she earned the title of “America’s Favorite Flutist.”

Williams is performing at _____________________________________ on ___________________________, ______________________________, 20_____. Tickets go on sale on __________________________ and are available by calling _______________________________. 

